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Synopsis

A Pronouncing Dictionary of American English is a unique guide to the pronunciation of American
English that uses the alphabet of the International Phonetic Association. The text covers common
words from contemporary American speech and writing, and includes proper names, historical

names and literary names.
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Customer Reviews

John Samuel Kenyon (1874-1959) was an American linguist. He graduated from Hiram College in
1898 and taught there as a professor of English from 1916 to 1944, when he retired and became an
emeritus professor until his death. Together with Thomas A. Knott, he wrote A Pronouncing
Dictionary of American English (1944), still regarded as a classic guide to American English
pronunciation. Kenyon had also earlier published American Pronunciation (1924) and served as the
consulting editor of pronunciation to the second edition of Webster's New International Dictionary in
his career as a pioneering expert on the study of American English, which earned him the epithet
"the dean of American phoneticians". Thomas Albert Knott was a professor at the University of
Chicago.For more than 150 years, in print and now online, Merriam-Webster has been America’s
leading and most-trusted provider of language information. All Merriam-Webster products and
services are backed by the largest team of professional dictionary editors and writers in America,

and one of the largest in the world.

| came across this dictionary about 30 years ago and it totally changed my life. | learned how to



pronounce words just like Americans and that allowed me to work for the U.S. Government.
Eventually, | married an American woman and moved to the U.S. and | somehow lost this dictionary.
Only now did | find it on and purchased it just because it means a lot to me. | don’t need it anymore
but | highly recommend it for anybody whose native language is not English. It doesn’t help you with
intonation or rhythm but that’s not the intent. Great resource. Just remember that you need to pick

up one of the regions and stick to it.

This is an excellent book for anyone who doesn’t know how to pronounce some English words
using a perfect American pronounciation. It helps a great deal to some people whose English is not
their first language and sometimes it is difficult for their audience to understand what they are trying
to express in their speech. Furthermore, | think that it can also help some native Americans with

some words that they don’t know and they want to pronounce them correctly.

An extremely useful reference for those who originally learned the British version of English as a

second language. It was delivered in an excellent state.
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